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Staff Report
DATE:

December 12, 2016

TO:

Local Agency Formation Commission

FROM:

Elliot Mulberg, Executive Officer

SUBJECT:

Solano County request for the City of Fairfield Out of Area Contract for Provision of
Municipal Water Service to 2543 Cordelia Road

RECOMMENDATION: The Commission authorize the City of Fairfield to extend out of area
water service to 2543 Cordelia Road.
BACKGROUND:
Government Code Section 56133 allows LAFCO to approve new or extended services for a city
or district by contract or agreement outside its jurisdictional boundaries under certain specified
conditions. Such an agreement is referred to an Out of Area Service Agreement (OASA).
Acceptable conditions are for 1) an area within the agency’s sphere of influence that is
anticipated to be annexed to the agency or 2) to respond to an existing or impending threat to
the public health or safety of residents in the affected territory. In order to satisfy the second
condition the applicant must include sufficient documentation and the Commission must notify
other alternate service providers in that area.
The property at 2543 Cordelia Road, APN 0044-25-0080, houses the staff of the County
Agricultural Commissioner (Map Attachment A). The water from the well at that location was
tested on July 21, 2016 and again on August 24, 2016. The tests found Arsenic levels ranging
from 151 ppb to 225 ppb which is 15 to 22 times the MCL of 10 ppb. Those levels are verified
by the Department of Environmental Health (Attachment B). Since the source is a single well
and the levels are higher than can feasibly be treated, the County asked the City of Fairfield to
supply potable water. As the land owner the County applied to LAFCO to allow for an out of
area service agreement with the City of Fairfield.
On November 3, County staff met with LAFCO staff to formally file an out of area service
request. The application included documentation of the Arsenic levels in the well. County staff
also supplied the Notice of Exemption from CEQA as a categorical exemption under section
15303, new construction or conversion of small structures (Attachment C).
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Documents submitted include a letter from the City of Fairfield stating they would serve the
parcel upon approval by LAFCO. The Fairfield Municipal Service Review completed in 2012
shows that supply outpaces demand by 20,000 acre feet per year in 2015. Therefore the City of
Fairfield has the capacity to serve the proposed address.
The nearest alternate provider of water to the site is the Solano Irrigation District. They were
contacted and declined to serve the location (Attachment D).
There are two possible connection routes. The shortest most direct route is through CALTRANS
lands. The extension would be about 300 feet, however CALTRANS must approve the
extension. Alternatively the connection could go through Hale Ranch Road and Cordelia Road.
This route would require 3250 feet of pipe, with a projected cost of over $1 million. The best
route is probably the shortest route except there may be considerable delays in obtaining
approval from CALTRANS.
Conclusion
Staff recommends the Commission approve the out of area service request, allowing the
applicant to determine the most feasible route. Both routes are covered by the exemption
from CEQA. The applicant has demonstrated the well is contaminated. The level of
contamination is such that the well cannot be treated or the water cannot be blended to
achieve safe drinking water standards. Furthermore, the City of Fairfield has agreed to serve
and has the capacity to serve pending LAFCO approval.
Attachments:
Attachment A Map
Attachment B Letter from County Health documenting Arsenic levels
Attachment C Notice of Exemption
Attachment D Email from SID
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